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Number of fraternal buildings down 20oh at U of I
BY SCOTT BRACKNEY

SPGH lntern

In May. SPGH began a study to
detenrine anrong olher things the
nunrber of functional fratemity and so-
rority chapter hoLrses aI the University
of Illinois throughout history. Not only
is this data useful in exposing the very
dire circumstances facing Greek orga-
nizations today, it plovides valuable
insight into horv cultural trends and
historic events have lead to the success
(or dorinlall; ol'fraternities and sorori-
ties over the years. The data shows
a marked decline in the nunrber of
Greek houses on campus----especially
among liatemities-since the historic
peak in the late 1920's.

A Creek housing inventory was
conrpiled for every 20'1'year', begin-
ning with the first fraternal organiza-
lions at U of I in the late 1880's and

continuing through 2009. lnfornra-
tion was gathered thror.rgh a nunrber
ol'sources. including the University
Ollce for Greek Aft'airs, the Grride to
F rut e rn i I i e s and Sr-rrarllies avai lable
online from the University Archives.
the 1989 National Register Group
Nomination for liatemal bLrildings in
Chanrpaign and Urbana. and lhe lllio
yearbook. ln addition to a listing of
every active Greek organization and
its corresponding address by year.
the study provides supplementary
infonnation including knorvn dates of
construclion. vacant or rel|ted sta-
tLrs. and adaptive reuse of surviving

The 1927 Tieta Xi buildinB on the University of lllinois campus wa5 demoiished in 2008 to make

room for a new chapter house.

fratemal buildings. The sur.r'ey takes ll and the enlbrcemetrt ofnew build-
special note ofall errdemic fraternities ing codes for life safety starting in
and sororilies- 1993. Since 1989,

organizations thal
rvere the original
inhabitants or
owners ofthe
property they now
occupy.

According to
the study. fratemal
organizations a1

the University of
Illinois flourished
in the early 20'h

Adiw ch.pkr Hoor.t .t rh. Uhiv.trlty o1 llllioi. the number of
both fratenrity and

sorority houses

has decreased by
20ol0. This equates
to a tolal of I 6

buildings being
razed. vacated. or
repurposed in a 20
year span.

Of the over 60
sur.viving build-

Centtrry. rr ith 76 fraternilics and 3i
sororities on campus in 1929. Since
that tinre. the number oi active chapl.er
houses has been steadily decreasing.
l ith nrajor drops following World War

ings on campus. only 25 are occupied
by their original inhaLritants. a valuable
attribute for detennining eligibiliry
tbr listing on the National Register ol'
llistoric Places. Several ofthe houses
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AfA earns National Register status

continued from PaBe 1:

arc being renled to other fratenlities or
sororilies by organizations that have tbr
one rerson ol another lost the ability
to maintain an active chapter house on
campLrs. At least nine other fonrer Creek
houses have been repurposed and con-
tinue to esist as apartmclrts or Universitv
buildings.

The data shows that fralernities have
proven more volatile over the years than
their female cornterparts. A net of l3

BY KAREN KUMMER
SPGH Board Member

Located at I004 South Lincoln
Avenue, on the easterrr edge ofthe
University of Illinois campus. the Alpha
Ganrnra Delta u onren's fiaternity house

was constfr.rcted in 1928. The three-storJ
French Eclectic-style chapter house rvas

designed by local Chanrpaign architect
George Ramey, who collaborated rvith
the designers of the Kappa Kappa

Camnra house (Ralph E. Milman.
Howald Sharv Associates, Chicago) to
the nonh, to create a shared landscaped
area between the t\\'o houses.

With its listing on the National
Register in Angust 2009. the Alpha
Ganrma Delta house joi:rs fifleen other
U of I Creek Chapter Houses to be listed
under the nrultiple property nonrination
lbmr, "Flaternity and Sorority llouses
at the Urbana-Champaign Campus of
the University oflllinois." The chapter
houses are listed for their architectural
significarce, as most rvere designed by
pror))inent local or national architectural
firms in period revival stvles. and
tbr the chapters' contributions to the
broad pattern of higher education at the

University of I llinois.
A benelit ol nrembership in the

Society for the Prescn.ation of Greek
Housing is to help in designrting 1'oLrr

sorority houses uere lost tiom l9l9 to
2009. conrpared to 35 fiatelnities. This
trend suggests differences in lecruitment
processcs. organization. and tladitious
make lraternities much nrore vulnerahle
to closure-

Despire the rapid decrease in tlre
nunrber of active organizations. the total
nunrber oICreek studenls at the univer-
sity has renrained relatively consistent.
While ///io group photographs frorn
l9?9 are typically populated by I 5-
30 stem-looking faces, the number of

students at today's largest Greek houses
has ballooned to over 100 menrbels.
Tl.ris change reflects both a "survival of
lhe fittesf'environment in Greek af-
lairs as well as a change in the level of
involvernent of individual stLrdents in
the lunning oftheir organizations. ln any
case, staterllents that the Greek system
at the University of lllinois is as healthy
as ever belie a very serious problenr sur-
rounding the loss of fratemal buildings
and the acconrpanying destruction of
irreplaceable pieces of university history

The Alpha Gamma Oelta houie at the University of lllinois was added to the National Register of His-

toric Places in AuBust 2009.

chapter house as either a local landnrark houses at the tJniversity of lllinois have
or for listing in the National Register. been Iisted on the National Register.
Although ofBcial listing is not required In addirion. the nrajority'ofthe houses

for SPCH rneurbership, it is strongly at SPGH rnember can'lpuses at MIT,
encouraged as an imporlant tool in the University ofNeblaska. University of
preservation of architecturally significant Georgia. Penn State University and
chapter houses. ln addition, only historic Depaurv Univc.rsity are either listed
chapler houses (over fifty years old) are individually or as part ofhistoric
considered for grants aud nornination dislricts. lfyour chapter house is
docunlentation helps support a grant interested in leanring rnore about being
application. listed on the National Registel please

To date, sixteen individual chapter contacl SPCH.
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Let rne begin by offering my rvam-
est greetinus to all those inr olved irr

liatemal organizations and architectural
preservation. My nanre is Scott Brack-
ney and I rvas hired in May by SPCH as

a srnrmer intern.
I am currently a

Master of Archi-
tecture candidate
at the Universitl of
Cincinnati. har'-
ing conrpleted my
undergraduate
program at the Uni-
versity of lllinois
in 2009.While at scott grackney

I llinois I was a

rnember ol'Alpha Rho Chi lietemity.
serving as Wonhy Architect (President)

in my final senlester al the universitl.
My expcrience as a leader within

my orvn fratenral organization has made
me sensitive to the bevy of challenges
facing frater1.lities and sororities across

the countrJ today. Despite our house's
outrvard signs of success-larger pledge
classes. improved relations with the uni-
versity, more money for house upgrades,
furniture. and big screen TV's-the
majolity o1'my eflbrl as president rvas

spent just trying to keep the= doot's open.
From issues of risk marlagement involv-
ing drrrgs and alcohol to compliance with
ever-changing I i fe-sal'ety code require-
ments. Greek organizatiorrs. whether
they know it or not, are liptoeing through
a veritable minefield of potertial "g.anre

over" scenarios.
Perhaps the greatest threat to the

traditional liatemal spilit is the changing
cLrltural perception ofrrhat it rnearrs to
be Greek at today's univelsities. While
fraterDities antl sororities continuc to
make great strides in philanthropy, com-
rnunity involvement. arrd scholarship.
increasing chapter sizes, fewer students
living inJrouse. and a fundamental shill

ty hires new intern
University of Illinois

in the rvay young people cornlnLnicate
inevitably suggest a departure flont the
brotherly bond of l0 or so close friends
that went on to found the nation's first
Greek houses.

Seeing these issues as I do, I greatly
adnrire the ideals set out by SPGH and
find its rrission of presewatior to be of
the utnrost relevance today. With nrost
Greek individuals holding a snraller and

snraller stake in tlreir clrapter's future,
the availabilit) oloutside assistance of
the kind SPGH can provide is a critical
resource in the struggle to maintain a

healthy fraternal spirit and the rnagnifi-
cent pieces of alchilecture it imbues.

This surnnrer. I rvas tasked rvith
research and rrchival responsibilities in
support oi an educational A./V presenta-
tion being developed by Greg Hargus.
ln addition to cxphining the ntission
of SPCH and galvanizing slppon for
our crucial cause ofpresenation. the
video rvill also provide step by step

instructions on horv interested fratental
organizations can join the society. begin
cataloguing their chapter history, and ap-
ply for National Register recognition.

ln addition to lesearcl] and education
activities. I have initiated the len$hy
process of digitizing all oISPGH's pho-
tographs and files. While this measure
provides tbr the security ofnrany oiour
organization's historic documents. it also
nrakes the photographs, slides. and other'

interesting naterials rve have accumulat-
ed readily available in a l'onttat appropri-
ate for the 21'' Century.

I am thrilled to be involved in an or-
gnnization built around the very pressing
need for presen'ing a unique cultural and

archilectural chapter in Amelican his-
tory. After this sumuter, I look forrvard
to future involvement rvitlr SPCH and

their continuing objective to preserve
the lctac) ol lraterrities and sororities rt
univelsities across the countr).
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ANNoUNcEMENTS
Membership Meeting
January l9 in Champaign

Tuesday, January 19, 2010
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Humanitarian Room
I Hotel & Conference Center
1900 S. First Street
champaign, lllinois

Dirrner is conrplemeutary t() one
representative tiom each urember
organization. Additional dinners ate

$20. The SPGH Board ol f)irectors
will update you on the Society's
activities and ongoing eftbrts to
preserve historic fraternity and
sorority houses. Your input and

suggestions for luture activities \^'ill
be solicited.

New Archival System for
SPGH Documents

ln an efTort to better pleserve and
rnake accessible SPGIi's collection
of historic documents and images.

the organization lras begLrn a

digitalizatior process of all ol'its
flles. This endeavor rvill allorv
copies of original documelrts to be

uscd in moderrr presentation rnedia
and provides a secure back-up iu the

er ent that the hard copy is damaged
or destroyed.
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Please RSVP to the National
Society for the Preservation of
Greek Housing with yoLrr groLrp's

narne and the narne(s) ofyour
representative(s). RSVP to: 2l 7-353-
5252 or email
SPGH I 989@Hotrrail.com by
.lanuary 10.2010.
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The National Society for the
Preservation of Greek Housing
PO Box 2765
Charnpaign. lL 61825-27 65

SPGH


