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l'Iews from the SP0H Board lvleetings

ELECTIONS
The following people were re-elected to

the Board; Karen Lang-Kummer, David
Bechtel, Cara Augspurger, Stasz Gorski,
Duane Frichtl, Carol Miles, John Seiler and

Ellen Swain. Rod Reid was elected to re-

place Terri Carr who has resigned. The

following officers were re-elected for an-

other year: Karen Lang-Kummer,President;

Cara Augspurger,Vice-President; Duane

Frichtl,Treasurer; and John Seiler,Secretary.

presently a Candidatc in Educational Admin-
istration. She is also the National Archivist
for Pi Beta Phi as well as Director of Frater-

nity Education. Ms.Becque will be working
this semester on at least two chapter histo-

ries, probably including the Pi Beta Phi

Illinois chapter.

NEWEST MEMBER
Phi Mu-Nebraska has recently become a

new member of the Society. They are thc

second member from the University of Ne-

braska. The Society Board welcomes them.

Please note the article in this newsletter

about their rehabilitation project. We are

pleased to be able to help them.

EXCUSE THE GOOF
Correction: We are sorry to have mis-

quoted thc Kappa Dclta House corporation

board. They were NOT (as of Novembcr
2002) sccking historical status from thc City
of Urbana as was reported in the Fall ncws-

letter. Wc regrct thc crror.

I

CHAPTER HISTORIES
At the February Board meeting Frances

Becque was approved to work with Ellen

Swain at the University of Illinois Archives.

Her hiring is a continuation of the Board's

goal of writing chaptcr histories to be a part

of the Archives Student Life Collection
with an emphasis on Greek Life and Culture.

Frances Becque has a B.S. from Syracuse

University in Syracuse, N.Y. and an M.S. in
Higher Education from Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale where she is



Illinois Farm House Makes

$126,000 Capital Investrnent

Article contributed by Jeff Beavers,
Farm House.

Eighty years ago, a first-class stamp was $.02,
thc U.S. population was I l2 million, Illinois and
Michigan were NCAA football champions (8-0-0),
Time magazine debuted, and the vaccine lor whoop-
ing cough was developcd.

Also in 1923, the Illinois Chapter ol
FarmHouse Fraternity was 9 years old, and the
house at 809 W. Pennsylvania, where FarmHouse
would eventually call home, was brand new.
Now, 80 years later, the house remains, but thc
original slate roof no longer stood the tcst ol
time. Over the past couple of years, many leaks
had developed from missing and damagcd slates
due to wind and weathcr, and patching and
repairs no longer held. Too, the inlaid gutters
lcakcd and caused additional damage to thc soffit
arcas.

What to Do:
Given the situation, the Alumni Association

Board felt there were 3 options and fully ex-
plored them all, including: I ) replacing the roof
with fiberglass shingles until a more significant
replacement could be done, 2) rcplacing thc rool
with synthetic slate , or 3) rcplacing the slatc with
new high-quality slate that would providc an-
other 80- 100 years of lifc.

Exploring the Options:
It was anticipated that thc chapter house

would undergo significant remodeling within the
next l0 ycars, as repairs and upkeep arc costing
the Association ncarly $45,000 per ycar. Further-
morc, to tear down thc currcnt chapter housc and
rebuild a similar housc would have rcquircd the
Association to gain two additional adjoining lots
becausc olnew city zoning requirements. At this
timc, thc adjacent lots arc not availablc lor pur-
chasc or trade.

Gutting the house is also a possibility, but
expanding is limited. The house has alrcady
nearly maximized the allottcd square footage
givcn our property sizc. Thus, if we completely
remodcl the house, it is likely that the roofline
will not change or change insignificantly, and
thus any improvement made would likely bc
long-tcrm.

Furthermore, replacing the roof with fibcr-
glass shingles was a short-term fix that was also
not tax-deductible or a project that eligiblc for
support from the Society for the Preservation of
Grcck Housing. To be eligible for SPGH sup-
port, any structural changes must preserve fea-
tures olthe property that are significant to its
historic, architectural, and cultural valucs.

Finally, although synthetic slate would offcr
the appcarance of real slate and be easier to
install, this product has only been on the market
approximately l0 years and does not have the
provcn life that real slate offcrs. Too, synthctic
slatc was cstimated as costing an additional
$ 10,000 over real slatc.

The Decision:
Throughout the past many years, the Associa-

tion has always prided itself on making quality
capital improvements and thus decided, given all
the facts and options and the immediate nccd for
repair/rcplacement, to sclcct real slate replacc-
ment and awarded Rcnaissance Roofing from
Belvidcrc, IL the project.

Work bcgan the weck before Thanksgiving
and was completed on January 10d. It included
replaccment of all shinglcs on the older areas of
the house and limited replacement on the newer
sidc of the house. Most all of the inlaid guttcrs
and copper downspouts wcrc also replaced, as
was any watcr-damagcd dccking and trim. Upon
completion the final investment was nearly
$ 126,000.

Fortunately, ovcr thc ycars, the Association
has invcsted nearly $250,000 in a building fund
from chaptcr rcnt and alumni contributions. To
date, ncarly $85,000 ofthc lund has been uscd to
financc thc projcct. The balance has been fundcd
by the Association's annual budget and Phonc-A-
Thon contributions fronr Illinois FH Alumni.
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PIII II|U A BEAUTITUT

TRAIIISTORIYIATIOI{ ATTIII

UNIYIRSITY OT I{IBRASIfi

About five years ago, Duane Frichtl and Rod
Reid from the Society Board travcled to Lincoln,
Nebraska to mcct with the ATO chapter thcre to
inspect thcir ongoing renovation projects. Whilc
thcrc the ATO alumnae and some officials from
thc University of Nebraska set up a meeting with
scveral othcr Greek organizations who might
nced our organization's help. One of thc fruits ol
that mceting has been thc lovely rchabilitation of
an empty Greek chapter house into a ncw home
for the Phi Mu collegiatcs. The chaptcr house is
within thc thematic historical district on thc
Ncbraska campus and thusly the Board of the
Society has bccn able to approve a large grant for
Phi Mu.

As you can sec from thc pictures, thc new homc
for thc Ncbraska Phi Mu chapter is bcautiful. Thc
Socicty for the Prescrvation ol Grcek Housing is
pleascd to be a part of this outstanding chapter
housc renovation. Wc look forward to continucd
rclationships with the Crcck community in
Lincoln. And, thc Phi Mu chapter is to bc con-
gratulatcd for their succcssful project.
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An additional fundraising campaign may be
Iaunched to help replace some of the funds taken
lrom the investment accounts and that will be
needed in the near future for additional repairs
and projects. One idea that is currcntly being
discussed by the board would include selling the
nearly 1,000 original roof slates from the chapter
house that were salvaged in the replacement
process. Each slate could be etchcd or lascr
printcd with text or a desigr.

For now, a new slatc roofand copper gutters
will scrve as a reminder to us all of thc strength
of the lllinois Chapter of FarmHouse Fratcrnity
and of the commitment alumni have made for
more than 80 years.
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[{ew Relationships

The Society Board is exploring a grant

with the AIO chapter at DePauw University
in Greencastle, Indiana. The Chapter there is

considering the removal ofan addition, as

well as, some significant renovations to the

original chapter house which is on the state

of Indiana list of historic buildings.

SPGH
Society for the

Preservation of
Greek Ilousing
POBox2765
Champaign, lL 61825-27 65
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