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A Word from the President Program lmplementation

Syneryism is tlre joining of two or
nrore forces to achieve a goal that
could not be obtaired by any orc
force individually. The goal of the
supportem of *re 9CH is to edrcate
the public on the historkal and
a rchitecttrral sigrffrcance of the
fratenity and sorority houses on the
Ul canpus and to preserve and
docunrent *re w*pe architecture of
those houses.

Committee

Tlte SPCH nust strcngly srpport the
educationaZarchitecturarhistoric
aspects of its charter. To fail to do
so would result not orly in the loss of
the vafue of such edtrcat'ron per se,
hlt would also jeopardize the tax
status of tl'e 9CH. lf tlle tax status
is lost, the tax advantage of
contrbutions to the 9CH 'rs lost.
Fewer funds would result in less repair
ard nrainterurre of nnny of the old
chapter houses.

Those of us who are actively involved
with the SPCH will strive to balarre
those forces that have corntrined to
nnke the 9CH a reality. We look
fon,rrard to working with all of you.

The Society Program lrplernentation
Conrrittee lras been hry tle past
tlree nrontfu. Applications have been
srbnitted by Aly'u Tau Onrega, Delta
Phi, Phi Kappa Sgnn ard nost
recently from Sgnu Phi Delta. Each
house has had a well thought out
program ard Fepared constnrction
prciect. ATO was the test case for
*n Soc'ety and had a great deal of
their proiect aprproved for Society
fwdir6. Their architect govitled the
Confiittee with a detailed Lreakdown
of each area of wo* and the
associated costs. There was ernugh
descript'ron for the cormittee to verify
confliarce with the ten items of the
Crant App'rcation checkiist. Don't
forget that all ten must be nret in the
affirnntive or rnt apy'hable in order
for tlre rehabilitation item to qualify for
furding through the Society.

The Delta Phi and Phi Kappa Sgnra
(Skulls) Fratenities have also nnde
applicatiors that nrake their houses
nrore viable places to live without
corpronising the archtectural integrity
of the facility. lt is irnportant to mte
that sorne of tlre itenrs requested on
the Crants Apflicatiors do mt qualify
through the Society but that does mt
rnean the house carrnt affect the
work. lt just nEans that the item
carnot be funded through the Society.
lf you rced a copy of the Checklist
ard Application Packet, or want to
diruss your interded prcfct for
conpliance, pleas€ contact Rod Reid
at 217 -352-7696 .

Houses Currently
on the Historic Register

Alpha D.ltr Phl, 310 E John, C
Alpha Xl D.lt , 715 W Michb.n, U
Brta Thcte Pi, 202 E Denlcl, C
Dolt. Keppr Eprllon, 313 E John , C
Oclta Up.lbn, 312 E Armory, C
Kappa Della Rho, 1110 S Eecond, C
K.ppa gigm., 212 E D.ni.l, C
Phi Hu, 706 W Ohb, U
Slgma Alphe Epallon, 211 E Danbl, C
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Documenting Your
Chapter House

Tle Clnpter tSstoty

A history of your
fratemity/sorority chapter and
your chapter house slrould be
written and a copy preserved
in the University Archives. An
indivirjual slrculd be selected
to research and write the
history. The person chosen
could be the chapter
historian, an involved
alunru,/alunnus, or any
nrenber with the interest,
knowledge , and tirne to
devote to the prciect.
Because history does not
stard still, it is inportant to
develop procedures for
u@athg the written history
accordir6 to an establistred
tinetable, i.e. every ten years.

ln researchng *e history, it
will be necessary to identify
and locate all available
sources of infonna t'ron.
Records nay be located in

the fratenity/sorority house,
with individual alrrrrne/alurmi
or at the national
headqua rters. lt nny be
necessary to solicit rnaterial
from ahrnrue,/ah-rrri and to
undertake a poject to do
oral history interviews to
supplenrent the wdtten
record.

The Uriversity of lllirnis
Archives can be a valuable
resource and provide advise
and assistarre in researching
your history. The Archives
has publicatiors, photographs,
ard other docurnentation. To
assist with future research
and udating of your history,
copies of rnaterial collected in
writin€ the history. irrludirg

oral hstory interviews, slould
be deposited in the University
Archives. The indivkiual
researching ard writing the
history is encouraged to
consult with the archivist for
student life and culture.

ln writing the history, it is
imponant to include
infonration on tln fourding
(dates), charter nrenbers,
influential nrmbers, and all
significant events and
activities. lt is also important
to record infornution about
the chapter house(s), including
construction date, architects,
finarring, remvatiors and
repairs(interior ard exterior),
and any dannge done to the
house by natural disasters
such as fires or floods. The
history strould contain
infornation about all buildings
that the chapter occupied in
sirre incept'ron.

Arclutectuzl Recotds

It is inportant to preserve the
architectural records of your
chapter house. Preservation
negatives and prints of the
architectural drawings
(blueprints, specifications,
interior and exterior) slrould
be nnde and deposited in

the University Archives. The
negatives should nret
archival standards and the
positives slould be printed on
archival paper. The prefened
size is 8"x10".

Proper steps should be taken
to preserve the origirul
drawings. They nuy be
preserved in the Univemity
Archives with the copies . lf
the chapter prefers to keep
the originals, they slrould be
stored in a dark, dry, fire-
proof and water-proof

Plntograpla and
Wataps

Photogray'u of the interior
and tlre chapter house
throughout its life should be
rnaintained. These
y'rotograpts rnay docurnent
stnrctural and cosrnetic
charges to *re building. the
lardscape and environnrnt
sunounding the house, events
and activit'res held in the
house, the interior design and
funishin6s, and the basic
changes in living corditiom
and life styles of nrenrbers.
Older plrotogray'u nny be
solicited and copied from
alunrne/ah.nrri. A plan to
irsure that the house is

photographically docunrented
on consistent basis should be
developed.

ln addition to photograpls, a
video record of the house
would be of value. ln
addition to its research and
historical docurnentat'ton
value, it would have legal and
evidential value in case of fire
or other dannge or
destruction to the house. A
copy of any video should be
stored off the penises in a
safe location.

Dated and identified copies
of all available photographs
and virJeotapes stlould be
preserved in the University
Archives. r

envirorYnent. ln many cases
origirnls are in the possession

of the archtects. The
chapter slnuld obtain copies
ard rnaintain them as their
own set of originals in one of
the two rnanners detailed
above.
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Preservation Copbs of
Archtectrral Drawhgs

The archtectural drawings of
your chapter house are
valuable sources of
information and slrould be
preserved. The Society for
the Preservat'ron of Creek
Housing can assist you in their
p{eservation.

The Society's Pr€servat'ron

Cornnittee will have
y'rctographk preservation
rEsatives and pints nude of
your archtectural drawir6s
and rylit tlrc cost with you.
The cost is apgoxinutely
$5.75 per innge. Your
f ratenity/sorority woldd
provirie funds for half of the
cost of nuking the
photographic copies and tlre
Society would provirJe
rnatching furds for the other
half. Ihe preservation coF*es
wojd be rnaintained in the
Society's archves which are
housed in the University of
lllimis Archives. They would
be available for copying upon
request.

The soc'ety will budget a

certain arnount each year to
apply towards nntching fun&
for this process. Therefore,
there will orly be a cenain
rumber of proiects that will
be financed each year. For
more infonrution or to apply
for nutching funds to have
your architectural drawings
coFied. contact a nren$er of
the Society's Preservation
ConYrittee. Together we
can Feserve an irnportant
part of your heritage. o
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Treasrre/s Report

The Society for the
Preservation of Creek Housing
currently has a cash balarce
of $9706.88, tlunks to the
a6 foundir6 nrenSers of the
society who origirnlly
contnhrted to fourding t}r
establishrnent of the society
ard enabled it to receive
designat'ron as a 501c3
charitable for.ndation.

Srre the receipt of this
designation, which is very
inportant in aidirg t}r Creek
System to raise furds for the
preservation of the houses,
the Society cornrnittees have
been nreetirg regularly to
carry out the obiectives of
the Soc'rety.

There have been two
orgarizations join the Society
in 1994 ard a request for
annual dues of $300 from the
contiruing orgariza t'rona I

nrenbers whkh has resulted in
18 rcsporues. lt is antkipated
that all nrnrbers will serd
there am^tal dues after
rneeting with their corporation
boanCs. An additional
category of "Annual Society
t\4ente/' has been established
at $25 per year for individuals
or cofiparies who wistr to be
kept infonned of the
Society's activities and
support it's obiectives.

Four Creek Houses are
presently applying for grants
from the Society to preserve
the historic and architecturally
significant portions of their
facilit'res. We look forward
to wo*ing with all nrember
orgarizat'rors to preserve our
houses ... and our heritage. r
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